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SAUTURDAY, MARCH 20, 1875.—TRIPLE SHEET.

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

THE SUSQUEHANN

A FLOOD,
PORT DEPOSIT INUNDATED.

UNEXPRCTED AND RAFID RISE OF THE RIVER—CON-
FTERXATION OF THE PEOPLE—STREETS AXD
VOUSES FLOODED ANTDY COMMUNICATION ©UT
OFF—ESTIMATE OF LOBSES—THE WATER FALLING,

(PROM A BIRCIAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRINRUNE.]

Pranyvicee Md., March 19.<The lower part of
Port Deposit ia still flooded, though the water is
falling. The town is bk at the base of a high
granite blut, and the hontes extend along the Sus-
quehanna River for over two miles, Through the
tawn rans a wain strect, both wides of which nie
closely bwilt up with dwellings, stores, and
churches, Through this strect 1the water thisa even-
fag ran like a il slnice, the depth varying from
thiree to seven oot The corrent was &0 swift that
a strong man eould not senll a boat agamnst it. The
collars and first looes of the honses on | oth sides of
the main etrect were flonded, but the water was
deeper on the shde toward the river. The inhab-
itants driven from  ther  dwellings to
the honses of their more fortunate neighhors
who lived npon the hill. Many were taken oft in
boate; others wadesd wast deep throngh the water,

A party who hald given no their roams to the women

are bivonacking on the side Nill, where ahuge fire

lins been boilt. The lumber interest—the chief
business of Port Doposit—his been badly erippled.

All the wharves nre sulanerged, the hoge piles of

Inmber along the water fiont have been tossed

about in all directions, and a large portion has

drifted down the bay, Some of the merchants bardly
saved their hooks and papers,

Davis & Push, one of
estimate the lossos of those

S0, The amonnt of furniture and other prop-

ertv oarrios the loss un to over 100,000,

At B o'elock this evening measurements showed a
fall of from 4 to 12 feet along the Lline from ort De-
posit to Petry ville,
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ACCOUNT OF TIHE FLOOD.

Trostwart iy citizens of Port Deposit give the fol-
Towine desoription of the flood: We had no fears of
troable ot dark last uizht, though the 1ce was run-
ning down the river very mpully. The lee grew
thicker and thickor, and its velocity and momentum
sucined to merease every mument,  There bad been
nio o e here this vour as there was in 1873, and the
river was clear, excopt a little flaating ice.  About
€:30 p. m, & schooner begau to drae. and in spite of
strennous exertions, was carried down the viver
The town was then helieved to
be in no dengwer; but the awfal roar of the jce
fited many with eonsilerable appreliension. At
e it wak notieod that the velocity of the ice was
decroaang, while the innsses that kept commgdown
Then we kuew that & mass

watil she groanded.

giew larger and Larger,
ol the ico had grounded

There in o tong shoal seven miles below Poit
Dieposit, called Penny Snoal, 1L wus upon this shoul
tial the advancing glacier had lodged. The ice
vil 1l upin front of the town, and the water began
1o rise with great rapidity, The word was passed
frem door to door, sud the scene that followed 18
wimost indeseribabie.  The loud roar and booming
of thw musses of ice, as they were piled upon each
athier with great foree, was mingled with the craah-
jug and £l of lumber and the smasbing of ice cakes
sod  bulidiugs,  the  whole
ar  whose sonnd  reverbes-

Lills for wiles it was
Lke & thunder storm  at  Niagara. Strong
men  with  palbd  faees  run from  their
dwellings with their cbildren in their arms. Women
nearly fainting with terror plunged kuee-deep in
the mgiog flood and hurried toward higher ground.
Confnsion and disordor reigned. After the children,
the sick nud foeble were taken to places of safety,
the mwen thonght of their valuables exposed to de-
struction. Many waded waist-deep throogh the
fey waters, aud, chilled to their bones, were com-
pelied to give ap the aitempted rescue. Others so-
cured bonrds on which they saved their books and
papers. Men cool under ordinary difficulties grasped
wnd wrung each other's hands in silence more elo-
quent than words,

TELEGRAFHIC  AND

wharves
making sn  upr
ated  throongh  the

Bainst

RATLWAY  COMMUNICATION
cUt OFY.

The water continued to rise. The operator in the
telegraph office was obliged to jump from his office
window into a8 boat, leaviog bis instruments sanb-
merged. The railroad from Perryvilie to Port De-
porit was tlooded uod covered with piles of lce,
eflectually entting off all commupication. There
wis no way of going from one part of the town to
another except over the steep blaf. No one could
furm any conception of the resull, or suy how great
would be the loss of life and property. Luckily,
the inlabitante were warned early in  the,
evouing. If the crash had come  after
thie people had retaved, ne one can prediet how great
the lose of lite would bave been. Two houses near
the upper end of the tuwn were overturned and
broken in pieces. Lt is reported that one man lost
bik life, baving been kuocked down by the ice and
drownesl, but his name has not been Hcertliagd.
The post-office was partly submerged, and the post-
master foread to throw what wail matter he could
into n bont and escape. Not a person alept last
wight, and knots of men gathered on the higher
wroand watehing the progress of the flood and the
light of lanterns that mafked the flitting boats.
Port Deposit never before saw such devastatiou.

THE SITUATION LAST NIGHT.

The river for a mile above the town was clear at
# o'clock this evening. The jce stretches down the
river, filling the water far out into the bay. Fears
wore antortained that the splendid railrosd bridge
st Havre de Grace would be swept away. The iee
a4 one time resctied nsarly to the top of the piers,
but the gorging o6 Peuny Hhoal pelicved the pros

1o largest Tumber firms, l

sure, and before the tide {uried the river hovan to !
all, The people at Perryville were unail nichi last |
might watching their property, Large quantities of
lumber and articles of many kinds were mingled
with the e in the river. Unless there is a heavy
flond from above before the fce has u ehanee to
move with the ebbing tide, there is helipved to bo |
no danger of any further extensive dams The
aceonnts reecived up to 10 o'clock from up the river
report the water anfalling. There was a clear sun-
sot, avd the temperatare is moderate.
b e
ON THE NORTIH BRANCIL
THE INUNDATION OF PUBSTON=THIER DRIDGES
CARRIED AWAY =THI: GORUE AT WILKESH A
CHANGE OF THE WVER COVRSE—KINGSTON
OVERFLOWED=—F¥LOODS IN THE PAST—sELIOUs
AVPPREHENSIONS OF FURTHER DAMAGY,
|FROM A SPRCIAL CORRESPONDLNT oF 11
Wirkrspanne, Penn, Mareli 19—
example of its gl-ter etream, the Deluware, the Sue-
quehanna River has broken up this Spring with
licavy flunds, and has formed estonsive ieo gorges.
Like the Dolaware, the Susguel ita souroes,
and mna for hundreds of miles gmong ranges of
gteep hilis and mountains, which during the pazt
Winter were covered with snow from four (o ten
foel deep, The recent thaws and heavy rains have
converted this immense body of suow into water,
which has poared down the monntains and into the
river, unta! its ieo~clogged channcl could
contain the swollen waters, and they
fluwed tho low banks and innodated the fertile

" 1
bl ug tho

wena ha

valleysa on  both eides, The mest disastrons
flood cceurrad at ittston, nine miies above
here, wt the head of Wyoming Valley
on Jast Tuesidny, when the ice Lroke up
in the night and gorged Twlow Diddston, inuee
dating that willaze and gwieping away the iren

bridgo of the kawanpa and Bloowsburg Rails
road, worth S120,000, and two woedon highway
bridges—one an old ecovered stroetare, worth
£20,000, and the other a new Lridge, Lol in 1874 at
o cost of $00,000, Twa men were curricd away on
tho railroad bridge when it went down, but wora
rescned after dnftivg two or three wiles down the

river. Opposite Pitleton, on the west wide of the
river,ds West Pitlston, pre tuany of the Unslines
men of the formoer town reaide, A large m

rior of
these, thinkine the Widees gnfe, had crosod over
to Mitteton, and wers cut ol from all ccivrnonica-
tion with their bomes, The Lebigh Valiov Rilroac,
ruuning cloas to the nver
overflowed fur a distance
tnsses of oo were defl on e tra
yet been removed,
tween Wikesbarre and Piitston,
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CHANGE OF THE RIVER'S COURSE,

Ahout six miles above Wilkesbarre, near the vil-
lage of Wyoming, the scene of the Wyoming massa-
ere, the Susquebanna bends suddenly to the left
and after rupning o mile in that direction it again
resumes it regular south-westerly course, continu-
ing so uutil it reaches a point a mile below this city,
where it abruptly turns to t'e right azain, ranuing
in & westerly direction for two iniles, wheu it
changes its course for the fourth time and rons to-
ward the sonth-west., This makes the course of thos
river opposite Wilkestarre in shuaje like the new
moon® the village of Kingston Jying in the low val-
ley inside the crescent, opposite this eity, In the
beud below bere are two small islands, called re-
spectively Fisk's aud Park’s Islands, aud upoy these
the lower end of the gerge resta, the upper end
being above the first bend in the river near Wyo-
ming. Just at the elbow of that bend, on the west
sidg of the Fiver, stands the little post village of
i;dﬂy Tort, thé site of the stockade occupied by the
American soldiers at the time of the Wyoming mas-
sacre. A milo below, and threo miles above Wilkes-
barre, but on the epposite side of the river, is o small
ccmetrey, containing many very old graves, which
is called Forty Fort Cemetery. When the gorge
formed, the river, then much swollen, finding ita
channel choked up with a solid barrier of ice,
broke across the flats botween the horns of
the crescent, before described, overflowed this com-
etery, and inandsted the villsge of Kingston, and
the farming lands around 1t, sweeping off fences,
and flooding the lower floors and cellurs of many
houses. Siuce the river has fallen it has cohtinued
to flow princrpally in this new channel, aud it is
thought that if the gorge does not give way, the
river will form for itself a permsnent channel across
the Kiogston flats, abandoniug its old tertuous
course, aud leaving the City of Wilkesbarre throe-
quarters of a mile away from the bBusquebanna, in-
stead of standing ou its bavk as it now does. The
three bridges swept awav at Kingston Tuesday
night are now imbedded immovably in the gorge,
near the conter of the river, below Forty Fort, and
if the ice should break up, beartng them slong with
it, they would sweep off the bridge here, even if the
ice should spare it.  For this reason the Lridge com-
pany of this place yesterday obtained permission
from the owners of the Pittston bridges 1o burn
them as they liein the ice.

THE GORGE AT WILKESBARKE.
The gorge gave way sboup 150 a. m. on Wednesday,

Alove it there is o colleetion of ditt

and swent down the river. Wheu it ammived opro-

Fite (his elty the ice awain heenme elogged, forming
anovher gorge five miles lonk, complotely Liling the
space between the river banks, aml seaching the
wond-work of the covered bighway biides, which
14 80 foet above Low waler, A stresd milway crossed
the badge 1o Kineston, a little vilinge on the onpo-
gito side of the river. This Las st e TUnnInE.
and thw hridee i thousht to be doomed to desgroe-
tion, 1t is 45 vears old, hnt s been rebniit within
afow yeors at weost of $i0,000. 1t is of woud, with
n alilugled roof, and is 500 feet long. Itiss lf'”‘“"‘
on five heavy stono pirrs, The water backed up
when the goigo Lamil overilowed
the lower pu f e thy ealliss on
Liver-st., whicl r

with the iy
and mundating the mas-works, bat eausing morme
ineouveni

came over the
For se ]

nid Intops nnad en

0no jes
hicen vers
Lefng exiiu-

o e nsod 10

banks

BUES THares,

the hotels, bu

TIIE SITUAITON LAST A .
There has Leon po ghunge ko the condition of the
jeo goree at thig plocs poedav. The xiver, wineh
rins priveipelly over the Kingston thals, 1

Tuesday,

threcor fonr ook Bin
piled np from 20 £+ 30

The

bt ool passenzer
Risoston and the oth
cipul current of the rivexr is now

y Bt

rinving, &0 that
ation with that tewi,

In this city no

thiore 45 no Comsuni Miny

of the houses there are still tloadedd.

?"‘l‘*_\'r'fhﬂ-l, To-day the triins of the Luckas
wannaand Dioomshor Iroad, whose Widg
swept away on Tuesday at Pittslon, began rannt
aczoss tho bridge «f the Dalawnro and Hulson
Coul Yailway, (hoeéo il yo] 15y hors, el
reaclind (s ety via Soith Wilkesbarre, whero they
rin oo tho tasck of tha Tel Wy Rowl. The
Huarnsburgh ol other 14 now come

I Commte
eon Wiikesharre,
all olher places up

throngh by this ronte,  To-tla)
mestion was pedstihlished be
Pittston and Tankbsunock, aind
the niver,  This rewmoves e danger
woulit be recotved hore of Lhe atoz
The Wilkealbarr
go men to Lo the

v thees miles
with

LLGE no JLuil
of Thg gorims
Bridoo tRmpany
Pitt<ton

fhowo T

i I
fu the

FTHY
and

narii

situratel heuzine st
rey and tendght  th
g Liglhted op with the
were  mauoved  fiom the mes wo
Lbefora it waa  Seed, and the dron
sridice will b tolien Lo plecca, :

T MeRsnTe 1 hriden i

ny siuve the

W nway when tho gorce moy
vanin god New-York Invision of £ 5
Bailroad wus to-day oleared of 1hie : W=
vedd it toa dopil of fron O Lo 18 e vel n,
d to-murpes W e 1 will i
1 1 1 ||

vach wav between Wav

i o Mo
e ienek eleared 18 walle R
I'lipee hundred meon nm (Jompne
\ o baye dhe track o 1 Jume
and Pittston by T or W ¥ «,  (lomuiiae
s now estih { b 1t 31

West Pittaton by means of rov-bogts

A XINE MILE GOUGE,
Townmiles nhove Pitiiton, at a ben
o1 soat st ive b 5
I At i . 8}

iite the whaole spree between the | TR i
balis station. o ool nioe milva oo nvel,
wiliiel Las £: 0 l ooty Yuns guder Lins gors

wrly ds v Ji I dge Forming i 18 mora

cotne o,

thnt Ligs vor
e two nitles

any

b L il

loniz, which Lascome down withinthe Jast twoduys.
Pltts gredtd georvgs cutiees ing ' i YWest
Pitteton, which would be o Pt Amay
1 it ebould eotae dowa with u . . lay thera |
was o romor in Pittaton that the iee botd started,

1 ogreat excitoment previated nood bE wis fousd
thab it was ouly dedt 1o connng over toe LS,

TIE GORGRE AT GWEGO,

Tlie river i opon for 106 miles above the Pitiston
gorge, but st big Iduml, near Oweso, tiete s
auother gorge wih 100 mil of fen by d it Teis
garge. which 1 oo ate to ot oo the river,
1% cansed by the fesder=tam of the Chenango Catal,
il is compoged, rver men sy, of the hieaviest ce
1 y Sitkquelianna, At Raneom, four milos ahove
Pittslon, the ive 1523 feot above Inw-walernnld,

AUTERNENSIONS OF DANGER,
1t is prabable that the goree above Fitteton will
.l'JI

mwove before the ous here, i soat widl idock np

the Kingiton fhats, which new give vout to the
river oppo e this city, and cunde a flawd ppexari.
plod in the history of the salley,  The biidee of the

Delaware nnd Hudson Eailrosd, three miles below
Bove, worth @oouo, will probably go when a fleod
comes, &8 woll #s the Widee of the Now-Jeesey Cen-
tral Ruilrond ar Nantieole, five miles
wiiieh is worth $35,000,

farilier down,

& At Nunticoke there fia

large feeder-dam of (he North Branch Canal which

will be sure to eause & jum ol the jee. A beavy
stormn is reported to be approaching from the west

AL 1. mn snow began falling beavily. 1t Lids fair

to become rain before morning,

IN LANCASTER COUNTY.

ISJURY TO THE DRIDGE AT COLUMBIA—CANAL-
BOATS CARRIED AWAY—HEAVY LOSS OF LUM-
BER—DAMAGE T0 MILLS AND IIOUSES,

Corusmnta, Penn., March 10.—The Susquebanna is
pearly clear of ice. This evening the mill-pond of
T, 8. Bletz was complately torn out and all bis rafts
ost. Iis loss 8 estimated av $15,000, The bridge
was closed this morning to the passage of troins nud
henvy wagons, as it was deemed unsafe. One
gpan of the bridge on the York County shore was
badly injured, and the cliords were knocked from
under several others and cawied off. Six or eleht
piers have also been injured, hut to what extent
eannot be told until the water lowers, Detween the
tunnel and Colling's station thy Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company have at least nine of jon canal boats
on their iracks, and also tons of old rubbish,
onthouses, &e, &e  The ice it piled
from five to fifteen fest on the tracks.
They have a very large force of men cloaring their
tracks, bot it will take several days before traing
can pnss, us & great part of their trucks have been
completely turned over. The abutment of the
Tidewater Canal Company, at Wrightsville, is badly
injured and the basin gorged fall of ice, capal bosts
and logs from bridge to dam. The winding bridge
was raised off 1ta abutments sud carried
about three hundred yards by the lce
and Janded on the berme bavk of the
canal, with ono end laying over @ canal boak ln
Marietta the loss was very heavy by the lumbermen
having their rafts, ete, swept away, Miller &
Mussor's saw-mill was entirely ruined by being
erughed in. One canal-boat is lying against a
lnrs; tree in front of s private residence, the tree
being the only thing that saved the bouss from be-
1ug stove in. Ice is piled up over the tow-path at
some points from 25 to 34 feet high.

BAINBIUDGE OVERFLOWED—A CORN WARENOUSE,
RAILROAD STATION, AND TELEGRAPH OFFICE
WASHED AWAY—NARROW ESCAPES-PROBABLE
LOSS OF LIFE,

Hakrissung, Penn., March 19.—A Western Union
line repairer returoed hers from Bainbridge at
an early hour this worning sud reports a great
amount of damage done by the ice mnd the
high water] yesterday in that vicinity. A ware-
house eontaimng 5,000 bushels of corn * was
swept away. The depot was forced across the track
om the hill. *The telegraph office was completely de-
molished.e Four esual bosts and & frame house wers
forced on the track, and six or seven lhouses badly

lp-ltv-—uim

CANAL RING.

el
THE SWINDLING CONTRACTS AND THE
GOVERNOIS, MESSAGE,
MILLIONS ETOLEN FHOM TIHE STATE.
HOW FRAUDULENT RiDS ARS MADE—GUV. TILDEN'S
ATIACK UPON TUE RING—A REMANKABLE EX-
rOsURE.

We present below a fall explanation of the
syebean of Cannl Ring frwnds by means of un-
balanced bidg, deseribed in one Albany eorre-
spandenen yestemday, and print at the same

THE

time some  ppevimen  contrasts which will
molte  the process  perfeetly clear,  The
Messnze of Gov, Tilden, referring to the same

suliject, and suegestung the proper remedies,
will ha found on our eeeond pege.  The
Governor states that during the past five years
the amonnt of tolls eollzeted on the canals has
eaeceded 215,000,000, whitle the cost of ardinary

{ond extimordioaey  repairs anid expenses has

' il""'“ &0 great that during the same period

L nearly $15,000,000 mdditional has been raised

tor eanal purposes by taxadion, What has Le-
come of this enormons smn® The researches
upon  whieh our eorvespondents lave been
for some time epgaged in Alany tell the
wiole story,  The meney has been made
Way Wwila 1y the instromentality of a
syaiem o contracts, the  responsibilily
h-l" 15 shared by the contractors,
engtaeess anid gonmissioners, In some eases
ight sirarght homa to mem-
Logistatars,  Jo J. Belden, who is
e in bankruptey of A. S, Page,
Chairminn of the Assembly Canal Computtec,

wileh

the wattor i
Leers of the

the wasi

(13 one o the moest important of  the contrael-

.| guard ‘hse been thrown about these specifications—

ors, We give oae of his coutracts, in which
Lie agreed to do ecertain work for $85,5%4, and
by means of unbalanced bids ebtained #2232,
GLO, and another in which he bid #10,617

| aud has received 849,936, the work sCU going

Ol '!i # pactuer, tleary D, Ponison, put in a bid
ul" Seblsd on o certain contract, und had re-
ceived, en the 104 of List mouath, no less than
SLG8 VL aud the work 20t guing on. Assem-
biyman Willaed Johuson i3 the real owner of
n contract nomisaliy awarded to J. V. Boomer,
It enl S8 AL and e had got, up to Jan-
uary, 1993, 180,222, Willand Johnson owns
cuadier eontract wande in the name of C. J,
De Craw; amonot bid, $20431; amount
naid, 836,815, A son of Jurvia Lord got
S 294,915 tor work on which he bid &55,300,
No Ly vsborn ligs taken two contracts at ab-
rd Geesy sl a4 yer there have been no
revarus from them, so that ik is impossible o
sy how mach the State will lose, A large

v for

| namber of oihier coniraels are in our posses-

1 we alall the inslructive

i,

culllinus

FHE EYRTEM OF UNBALANCED BIDS ILLUS-
LAl eb,

A GRINA ¥ I8 OF FRAUD—SENATORE, ARSEM-
BLYMH LoGInEDRS, AND CONMMISSIONERS 1M-
TLICATED,

o T Canal Ring, which

- judivions silenco to deny ilsown

ily
bedg, hus found resorve on Uhis suljoect expoidiont

and prodtalle. Neither papers nor politicians bave

]

dizty e, and ey have continoucd for a num-

ber of yeoes witly that imparity which impmdenes

exncis {rom  igoor Iu fally disclosing this

ance,

gciomeof Gand, Toe Trisusy does tae State o ser-
B peopls famitiar with eanal history say
ciedered Lefore, 1
wd snel good reasons for silenes, that Fmerson . i

litiinay |

iviss speceh i the Assembly test Winter is suid
"
Lo Bave Deen the st tegislative analy sis of the sub-
Gov. Tilden's messagy s cortainly
. 1

kind, and 15 as commendable asit is

Jin view of the iatluence of the cligue he
ally, and the enmitics that hg action on the Cos-
tizau Vil excited in the dominant faction of the
purty.  Sneh diselosures can hardly foil to convingo
the pecple of the State tha: the problem of cheap
trausportition eaunot be made elenr uutil they
geb nid of the
eanale sluices to deain the public mouey into their

thioves who are wakiog of the

own pockets,

A little recapitulution of canal fraud methods may
Lielp to a proper understandiug of the facls given
budow, ILwill be vemewbered that the chief expe-
dient inthese fraads is that of artfully unbalaneel
bids, Tha contractor bids for articles of which he
expeets to finish a }urao quantity at o high price,
and 1o the small quantity, which, by a curouos evin-
ciflence, is always uamed by the engincer who pre-
pares the call,  The product is therefore small, and
the #nm total of all the products of the proposal
is also small, The honest bidder, who bids for the
work ot fair pricea, is compelled to multiply the
quantities large and small by proper prices. Some
of the products of the honest bids are, therefore,
larger and some smaller than those of the fraud-
alent bidder, but thelr sum total is much greater,
In this way the contract goes to the lowest bidder,
as the law requires, though almost invariably this
reduced bidding is o mere trick. and the contract is
geen to have been in reality awarded to the highest
of all the Lidders,

The responsibility for this is divided, or rather
thers is n serica of responsibilities, beginuing with
the assistant engineers in charge of the work, and
runping through the Resident aud Division Engi-
peers to the Canal Commissioners, The first step in
fraud isin the preparation of the specificatious of

work to be dono. The ganuer in \_!gleh iﬁm are
generally arranged leaves o room for doubt as to

the exis<peo of collusion between engimevrs and
contractors. Large quantities of material are
called for on which the bidder places an entirely
inadequate price, so as not to wwell the total of
bis bid, and items of large expenss are treated ina
manner exactly the reverss, for the samoe evident
purpose. No other inference than that of colluzion
is possible in such cases, When a man solemnly
engages on paper to excavate sulid rock at one
cent a cubic yard sad wants a double price for
building a stons wall, it is of no use to put certifl-
cates of church membership in evidence, 1t goes
without saying that the specification of work to be’
done is genceradly far from the truth, making the
enginoer an sceomplice in the crime of the con-
tractor. The next step is the change of the quanti-
ties in tho specifications, Forfunately oue safe-

a provision fhiat no alteration shall be mada in the prices after the contract has been let—but this
merely adds to the slufts to which the contractor is compelled to resort, and furnishes, as has becn seen,
little protection to the tax-payers of the State. At this stage of this progress of peculation ia seen one
of the most wlaring of the criminal absurdities of the present management of the canals, In-
stoad of confiniug the power to make or accept alterations in covtracts to the responsiblo head of that
branch of the department having them in cliarge, ag is the case in every railroad or larga corporation, this
ynportant and uliimate duty is left to the assisiant engineer, placed in charge of the work by the Resi-
dout Engineer, who is the subordinate of the Division Engincer, who in his turn is the subordinate of tho
Canal Commissioners, one of whom is placed in charge of each of flio throe Divisionsof the Canal, The
asnstaut eneineer, in whoee hands tho disposition of the contracts thereforo vests, is often the politieal
crenturs of the contractor, whose work he is supposcd to supervise, and is kept in subjection through foar
of Lis political inflnenee, The enginecrs, the old canal people eay, donot gonerally share in the profita.
The Cana! Ring Las all the avarice with none of the ganerosity of Twmmany, and subititntes terrorism for
This §8 one of the motives which leads memhors of the Ring to seok politionl positions,

ading mewbors of the sume firm of eontractomn
The Reside1t Engnneers are direetly

lurgess.
which they ean use to such peeuliar advantage that le
lLave been glad to serve on the State Comimittees of opposite partics,
responsible for the way in which the assistant englneers perform their functions, and the Division En-
for their subordinates, and responsible to the Cowmmissioners. Bo that there aro
Joneaty might put an end to this associated theft, That Corz-
i his mossagas to-day, has been

gineers are reaponsibile
tour sucerssive slages at which a resolute
mnissioner Thayer, who descerves the tribute the Goyernor rendered bim
tho first Commissioner who has refused to aceept anbalanced bids, is sufiicient ground, with other rolated

facts, for the infercnes that the Canal Ring is not o close gorporation of contracturs, but embraces
That the latter chargs has beea

enmecers and officials of every grade as well a3 Canal Commissiontra.
Coamissioners have ia

generally belicved is proved by the existence of Lrank charges that certain Canal
timeapaat eomplied with the law which doclares ther positions foufeited in case they hold an iuterest inany
contract or in material furnished for use in costracts, by assignivg, bat, it s alleged, secreily roimmning
their property in lnmbor-yards and quarries which wero the depots of contract supplics
It is with the Canal Commissioners that the final and heaviest responsibility rests. 1f some of them
Lad sot carlier the example which Mr. Thayer now affords, and held their position in spite of ull the pressnre
of the Rinyg, such transactions o3 are dataite] below wonld necesgarily hava come to anend, The attempt to
detrand could be made ruinous instead of profitable, as it now ia. 1f contractors wlio Lave olfred these un-
balaneed buls were hield to their contracts, in which they agres tofurnish large quantities of certain items
at very low priess, becanse they expeet 1o beabls {n escape this req iiremont, o dishonest enntract would
rosult in bankeuptey or its abandonmont, and houvest contraeis might become the order of the futare,
t is an evil which Nias boen apparcutly on the increase rather than en the decline. Many of the con-
1878 exlitint glaring inequalities, and, indoed, of the 143 contruets new pendinge it ia neanrted
i Hsago bus

tracts of
that fully nine-tenths are of thug intenticnally fiaudulent characier. Sarely Gov. Tildeu's &
not come s day oo goon,

The contracts given below, as spocimens of those which have become ge neral w
yoars, are interesting s much for what they represent as for wwhat they are, They show (heneiive tLiough
gilout part which the Canal Ring plays in polities, and the prominenes which {3 members attain Theorder
ington jolberys  They do not lave contracts, Lueaiise they are
rinloreais.

tthin tha last six or eight:

eril of the con-

icrnptey,
" “’I”.‘lf’l

n in which

aal Corumitten of the Asgambly two are liel
e House, and another 8 8 cLIiows traudaciio

vt clamses of

av well az the relative, of the Chairman of the
Jolingon, oreof the working politicians of
thie son of Senator Jarvis Lord, ehief of the Tin
¢ontraets ropresented 1 tirst, contracts still pending, but oo which payments bave been
cossof {he fizurs at which the contract was taken, showing that the orizinal bid was notin goodd Indili;
second, contracts, such as those for the enlargement of the Champlain Canal, in which the fgures of the
suecesaful bididers are generaily only a fraction of the enginece’s estimate «f the costof the work, thus
ghowine at the first elance that someihing is wrong, This supposition 1o toia conTountion in the
fact that an enginecr sent to report the coadition of these particular contracts
getting ready to regort to the very device that ono would infer from his coutraet tha

¢, is the principal figure. There are Lo « lati
wide much in ex-

tates that the contractor 1
wlly

el onig

intended to adopt.

It i3 hardly possible to gain more than a fragmentary notion of tho hight,
frauds without long expesivace aud closs olscrvation, The main deviees by
ven herawith, have become and are to beeome profitable, are, on the witole
detected, But there ave many artifess whick no ose but an old eanaler can diseoser, T
contracts that seem faic aud prowising to the inexperienced eye, and aro perhaps in ravat of dhelr itews
honest contracts 3 but the man who is faruliar with the natural history of canale, aud v ho has made the
aliifta and tricks of contractors a study, will pounca at onee npon gome ing{fensive item wiueh the ordinary
observer wonld never notize, and deelace that there is the steal in that contract, It i+ a rule which knowa
no exception that this ltle item, destined to futare inecease, will be found jofoed to a biz price, Yery
ofton, too, it is the diminutive contracts that will bear watohing; they are by uo wosus always lonueras
beeatse they are hitle,  Their capacity of growih is sometimes amazing.

- ——
HENRY D. DENISON.
A CONTRACT INCREASED SEVESTOLD,

No battor exampls of the pernivious systew of contraets now obiaining can perhans be given than thad
of Heury 1. Doenison for bae enlargun ng of the Brie Canal from Poré Sthayler to Loywor Hohawk Aque-
diet,  Mr. Dentson is o mewber of the well-known ctiqne of J. J. Belilen & Co,, eanl eontractors,
and L contraet is victaally that of the elique; for it is the custow for individual wewbes of such Lrus to
take out contracts for the firm in this way, as well as for contriotors Lo tale out eontracti in e name of
one of thoir emplogdl or *ateaw” moen, Mo Danison ia » Domocrat, Mr. Balidon is a Lapiblicaa; aad

dopth, and breadih of canal

which the coutraets, which

e aud way be easily
re wiil o fosud

in this way it is that the Canal Ring balanosiis politica—macl more evenly than iv dovcicabils! Mx
Bellen of this fitm isa relative by marrizgs of Alanson 8 Page, as well ao Me Pazo’s assfzae dn baak-

ire's appolatiment of J0r Pags as

rapiey, neitherof whivh fnets roflots mach eradit on Speaker Melin
Chairman of tio Cannl Committes, Me Pasy, it onzit to be said o justice to bim, brars an ex Tent
personal reputation, bt no man holding sach intimate velations with leadiag contrietors can proporly b
placad at tho head of tho Canal Committse, Thiseontract wias awarded in 1550, to bo comnototal i 153,
and isstill in progress, The failowing is the contraet a5 10 was awarded @

Measure.

Jteme Amannts,

........................ LN 00
; cavabion ol Ducin... e O Yard.... (X RV
1. seaviation of Rack Blasted . Per Calne Yard. ... SR
d o Cobie Yol 1,004 (3
3 P Thy 1
T Lt e
1inh. ... Cubic %
I PO | T T o lope sl Paver
G0 Wi Verveal Wi
g, . Feet B M., Whike Oak it
458 80, Mert BoML.... .. “l'lillllwk Tonber....... . 4010 4%
200, . Houtilie. e o Spiligs and Saids. ... S G, e Pound 108 00

e — .

Total amount at whiel this contract was awarded.civareessrssisns sravemranaee conendlid i 1=3 40
Ll quantities of work estimated as done, and the dwquats paid or owiug to the Conteactor therefor,
Fel. 1, 1873, were a8 follows:

Quantities. Mrdaure, . Tieme, Price. Menrure. Amounie

A ... Bailing aud Draining....eeovven... $L,000 0., ) 00
. Cnlne Yarda, ... Escavation of Eartho..eocueenaeas ... Per Cobie Yard. .. b fitry Ul #eY

S Cubie Yards.... Exeavation of Rocke.ooooooenien 2 00....%er Cabie Yard.... (7,108 (6w

G700 e e Cubic Yards e 8. Fer Gnbio Yard.... FORE T
oL Cubie Yards, oo LS e rara e 45....Per Cabie Yard.. 11,843 hily
B, Cubie Yards {u:h;lnw._ o = ... Per Cobie Yard. . ENLPATS |
45039, .. Cnbie Yurds. .. Veriical W all, dr; 4 0,...Per Cutue Yord.. 180,510 0
w0 B, 1 B ML 25 00,...Per M. eet, > 570 1
a1 0. Pt 1B M ] ‘or M. Feet. 4,515 Wy
gs27... Pounds .........;opikeswnd Noilsoa Per Pound ... 109 #2
LKL ccnonserseranbbanensssss bty i AN A N T T T eTT anuEane YUT6G.050 8T

! Fxtra Work,

oo Cubie Yards.... Vertical Wall {in esmenth......... 3 (0, ...Per Cuhic Yar. $9,000 €0
e B B M DeRing Pt vvevennens 2500,.,.Per M, Foot... 12 50
oo te B M.i.......Chestont........... 25 0....Per M. Feot... 1,008 00

B 11011 | RSO Wrooght Irom........cocoiiininnaea 1. Por Pound. coaenes R
Poun’ds L eeenn.. Cast lron,..... - 10, Per Pound. ..v..... 150 (0

Ft.oB, M........ DoeKing Pine.. ceeeeccsncinansennnes o 00,... Per M, Feet........ M7 O

Cubic Yavds. ... Loose Stone.. b 2 00....Par Cubis Yard.... 5,008 00

i 3 1 N SRR Pine Timber........... i & 0. Yor M. Feet........ 19 01
M0 s «...Days Carpenter Labor., 3 00, er Day..... 3000
1653 . ... Lin, Feet.. ...... Coplbln it inizainine 8 W....Ller Lin. Feet....... 497 95

. Materials Delivered.

1.800....Cabie Yards....Stone for Vertical Wall 8 M....Per Cubie Yard.... 5,400 0
1,20....Ft. B. M........Pine Docking .......... 15 00.... Per M, Feet.. 1,008 0

Total estimate to Jan. 1, 1575 ..., .8136,041 59
February estimite.. . ooceevirasmirecnnans 21,172 &3
Total eatimate to Feb. 1, 1875 oooiiiiiiinninnns Sidmneiinrs A Eayauas S45m,114 79
Asa specimen contract this will bear a somewhat extended analysis. Instead of 40,000 cubic yards of
excavation of earth as agreed upon, the contructor has done or claims to-have done 100,000 yards; instead
of 1,000 yards of excavation of rock, he has been paid for 48,000 at a price double what it Is worth; instead
of 1,100 yards of embankment, he has been paid for 67,601 ; instead of 7,500 yards of lining, he has been
paid for 20,000; instead of 100 yards of puddling, he has been paid for 8,344, Foarteen thousand yards of
slope and pavement wall wore bid for at 85 cents, much less than its cost; consequently nove was bailt,
put all the wall wus made vertical, which had been Wid for af o bigh price, 45,000 ccbic yards being paid
for at o cost of one hundred and eighty thiusiand dollars. All the extra work shown is in direct violation
of the law,
The amount at which the contract was let was §74,183 40.
The amount so far paid on it is $458,1104.
The coutract is still open,

————

WILLARD JOHNSON.
- AN ASSEMBLYMAN'S CONTRACT.

Another interesting contract 18 that of J. V. Boomer, assigned to Willard Johnson, a nmh.n of the
Assembly, for the eonstruction of the lower lock at side cat, West Troy. Willard Johnson is & legislator
who bas never made a speech in his whole carecr, but whose influenee is the greater for its mlenca. A
slight wan, with a ewrepmference of red hair and whisker about his head, jingliog o little bunch of keys
or eating peppermint lozenges, ho looks for all the world what he likes to call himself, with a sly twinkle
of his eye—"" an unassuming Oswego farmer,”  Heis one of the shrewdest as woll asone of the best-natured
men on the floor, and worth & whole regiment to the Caval Ring. Mr. Johnson is a large contracter, aa
well a8 s pleasant compauion, and Lis rooms at the Delavan are the headquarters of the workers of the
Canal Ring. He is generally reported to be a member of another of thess combinations of contractors, of
which Charles P. Bkinner, N. L. Osborn, and Charles Daniels, are the remaining principals. For reasons
best kuown 1o theit members, combinations of thia kiud do nos often take the name of a firm, although
theso are said to form the firm of Skinner, Osborn & Co. IMH‘MH&I’H“ the name of cue of theiz



